Launch of the SID-OG Gender Equality Committee reading and discussion group.

This is an open invitation to ALL members of SID-OG to participate in a reading and discussion group about gender and development issues. The aim of this group is to promote reflection, dialogue and debate related to gender and development issues.  

The format will be as follows:

· Each month, a link to an article and accompanying discussion questions will be sent out to interested participants.  These will be sent out one or two weeks before a meeting.

· A discussion meeting time and place will be set for each reading topic. Each meeting will be facilitated by a Gender Equality Committee member.

· If there is enough interest, the format could open up into an online discussion forum. 

The first readings will focus on a gender and education theme to link in with the March 11th SID-OG event titled “Human Rights in Latin America: Overcoming Gender Bias?”.

The selected readings are on the following link: http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EDUCATION/Resources/278200-1099079877269/547664-1099080014368/DID_Girls_edu.pdf
 
Chapter 2 (p. 23 – 39): Schooling, Gender Equity, and Economic Outcomes  

Chapter 12 (p. 201 – 208): The Effects of a Reduction in User Fees on School Enrolment: Evidence from Colombia
The reading and discussion group will meet on March 18th  from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m at Umi Café ( 610 Somerset St. W). You can find directions and a map on their website www.umicafe.org. Please note that there would be a musical act, Elena Yeung playing directly after the discussion group.
Questions:

Chapter 2:

· What are your thoughts about measuring educational outcomes? Are cognitive achievement tests appropriate? How can these be adapted to different cultures?
· This article emphasises the importance of educational QUALITY, not just QUANTITY.  Can you suggest, or have you heard of or been involved in ways to improve quality of educational systems that can be implemented at low cost?
· Should girl’s educational outcomes be measured differently than those of boys? How can the goal of gender equality be incorporated into the idea of improving educational quality? Does quality mean something different for girls and for boys?

Chapter 12
· What are your thoughts on elimination of user fees? What are the advantages and disadvantages, particularly with respect to the incentives structures that are created?
· Do you know of gender-specific ways to eliminate opportunity costs for girls to attend more school? What have been the results of these programs?

Please RSVP to tasha_h_h@yahoo.com no later than March 16th, 2009 should you wish to attend.
 
